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no Christian meeting has either before or since been held
here. A friendly crowd awaited me on my arrival, and
conducted me to an empty water tank, on the steps and
in the body of which most of them sat or stood. They gave
me a place on the edge of the tank, where I sat down,
with crossed legs, Indian fashion, and taught the people.
A friendly and learned Pandit, who sat close beside me,
asked me several questions and raised some objections
to what I had said, but it was done in a kindly spirit.
The meeting lasted for more than two hours, and there
must have been about three or four hundred people present
all the time, while coming and going there could not have
been less than eight hundred.
The evening was spent in talking and praying with a
few whose hearts seemed to have been specially touched.
Many were the entreaties for me to prolong my visit.
I promised to return quickly, if they would write or wire
me that they had made up their minds to be saved, but
told them that it would be useless for me to stay unless
they did this, and that if they wanted time to make up
their minds I must hurry away to those who were already
prepared to settle the question.
My heart yearns over these Punjabis. They are a
grand race, and when saved will make us splendid
Soldiers. The fields seem ripe for the harvest, and we are
praying the Lord to send forth more labourers to enable
us to occupy it.
Jt was not until 1895 that a small party was dispatched
to attack the Punjab villages, on the Boom March plan.
In the course of a few months, they were able to report
the opening of 61 Corps and Outposts, and had raised up
about 100 Officers and Cadets.
A little later Colonel Yuddha Bai (Bannister) was
transferred from the Maratha country to the Punjab.
Under her experienced and sympathetic leadership, the
work in the Punjab made rapid progress, her Headquarters
being established in Gurdaspur, the centre of a densely-
populated village area. The districts of Amntsax, Dehra
Nanak, and Sialkot were successively occupied, and the
Headquarters were finally transferred to Lahore, the
capital of the Province.